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WINDOWS 


AN APPEAL 


We are in a critical stage of our 
fight against the coronavirus 
(Covid-19), and the coming 7-10 
days will determine how we 
weather the disease. Please 
take it seriously and follow 
these precautions: 


Avoid all travel unless 
absolutely critical 


© Avoid all gatherings, 
congregations and meetings 


æ Maintain social distance 


Maintain personal hygiene; 
wash your hands frequently 


© Incase of any symptoms, 
self-report to the nearest 
hospital 


© Follow doctors’ advice 
Heed government advisories 


© Don’t believe or spread 
rumours 


— Editor-in-Chief 


Modi will address 
nation today on 
coronavirus threat 


New Delhi: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi will address 
the nation on Thursday at 8 

pm, during which he will 
talk about issues relating to 
Covid-19 and the efforts to 
combat it. This is the first 
time Mr Modi will address 
the public on this issue. He 
also chaired a meeting on 
coronavirus on Wednesday 
during which he empha- 
sised on actively engaging 
with individuals, local com- 
munities and organisations 
in chalking out mechanisms 
to fight the menace. 


Delhi riots: ED to 
attach Tahir assets 


New Delhi: The ED will soon 
initiate the process of atta- 
ching properties belonging 
to suspended AAP council- 
lor Tahir Hussain as part of 
its money laundering probe 

against him. According to 
sources, the agency has 
already started the process 
of identifying his movable 
and immovable assets. 

Full report on Page 13 


Manipur minister 
removed by SC 


New Delhi: In a major deci- 

sion, the Supreme Court on 
Wednesday barred T. Shya- 
mkumar, a Cabinet minister 
in the BJP-led Manipur gov- 
ernment, from entering the 

state Assembly and ordered 
that he would cease to be a 
minister forthwith. 

Full report on Page 4 


COUNTERPOINT 


You have RC, driving licence, 
helmet... but this challan is 
for not wearing mask! 


+4 «Max: 21°C 
“6: Min: 7°C 
á a RH: 61% 
wy Rainfall: 10% 


Forecast: Sunny 


ASTROGUIDE 


Vikari: Uttarayana 

Tithi: Phalguna Bahula 
Ekadasi till 5.59 am (Friday) 
Star: Uttarashada till 2.51 pm 
Varjyam: 7.14 pm to 8.59 pm 
Durmuhurtam: 10.24 am to 
11.12 am; 3.11 pm to 3.59 pm 
Rahukalam: 1.30 pm to 3 pm 
SUNSET TODAY 6.32 PM 

SUNRISE TOMORROW 6.26 AM 
MOONRISE TOMORROW 3.29 AM 
MOONSET TODAY 2.07 PM 


NATION | 3 


SC asks Centre, J&K admin 
to inform by next week if it 
is releasing Omar Abdullah 


RNI No. 57290/94, Regd No: DL-SW-05/4189/15-17 


WORLD| 11 


lraq’s Shia parties 
line up to oppose 
new PM-designate 


TABLOID | 24 


Karni Sena, not corona, 
stops shoot of Prithviraj 
starring Akshay Kumar 


Vol. 27 No. 32 | 32 paces | 75.00 


E One private lab gets licence for tests, more in line; CBSE, others told to defer exams till March 31 


VINEETA PANDEY 
with agency inputs 
NEW DELHI, MARCH 18 


Union health minister 
Harsh Vardhan on 
Wednesday reviewed the 
preparedness of hospi- 
tals, availability of test- 
ing kits, personal protec- 
tive equipment (PPEs), 
medicines and adequate 
isolation wards in view of 
the novel coronavirus, 
whose total number of 
cases in India has now 
risen to 151. One private 
diagnostic centre was 
given a licence to conduct 
tests while the applica- 
tions of three more are 
under process after the 
government allowed the 
private sector to do 
Covid-19 testing. 

On Wednesday, 14 fresh 
cases reported from vari- 
ous parts of the country 
included one from the 
Indian Army. Out of the 
total numbers, 134 are 
active cases under treat- 
ment, while 14 persons 
have been discharged 
from hospitals. There 
have been three deaths so 
far. The positive cases 
include 25 foreign nation- 
als. 


The Indian Army 
reported its first Covid-19 
case — a jawan tested 


positive after returning 
from his home town. The 
Ladakh Scouts jawan 
caught the infection from 
his father, who returned 
from Iran last month and 
also tested positive. The 
jawan was helping his 
family during the quar- 
antine. 

Meanwhile, the Union 
education ministry has 
asked the Central Board 
of Secondary Education 
(CBSE) and all education- 
al institutions in the 
country to postpone 
exams till March 31 in 
view of the outbreak. The 
order also applies to 
exams organised by the 
University Grants Com- 
mission (UGC), All India 
Council for Technical 
Education (AICTE), 
National Institute of 
Open Schooling (NIOS), 
the Joint Entrance 
Examination (JEE Main). 

Dr Harsh Vardhan 


DAC clears 
induction of 
Tejas Mk1A 
in Air Force 


PAWAN BALI 
NEW DELHI, MARCH 18 


The Defence Acquisition 
Council (DAC) headed 
by defence minister 
Rajnath Singh on Wed- 
nesday paved the way 
for the procurement of 
83 advanced Tejas Mk1A 
fighters for the Indian 
Air Force from the state- 
owned Hindustan Aero- 
nautics Ltd by finalising 
the contractual and 
other issues. These are 
likely to cost %38,000 
crores to $39,000 crores. 

The proposal will now 
be placed for the consid- 
eration of the Cabinet 
Committee on Security. 
This will be a major 
boost to “Make in India” 
as the aircraft is indige- 
nously designed, devel- 
oped and manufactured. 

The Light Combat 
Aircraft Tejas indigeno- 
usly designed by Aircr- 
aft Development Agency 
under the Defence Res- 
earch and Development 
Organisation (DRDO) 
and manufactured by 
HAL is going to be the 
backbone of the Indian 
Air Force in future. 

The IAF has already 
bought 40 Light Combat 
Aircraft (LCA) Tejas 
Mk-1 aircraft [20 in Init- 
ial Operation Clearance 
(IOC) and 20 in Final 
E Turn to Page 4 
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Army reports 1st 
case from Ladakh 


New Delhi: The Indian 
Army reported its first 
case of the coronavirus 
after a 34-year-old 
soldier from the 

Ladakh Scout regiment 
tested positive for the 
infection in Leh. The 
34-year-old jawan’s 
father had recently 
returned from Iran after 
a pilgrimage and was in 
quarantine. PAGE 5 


directed hospitals to 
ensure the adequate 
availability of protective 
gear for all healthcare 
workers and asked teams 
to visit the quarantine 
facilities to assess and 
monitor amenities. He 
also reviewed quarantine 
facilities for evacuees, 
including the ones at the 
airports and other key 
transit points, in terms of 
segregation of passen- 
gers, transportation to 
quarantine facilities, 
health checks, etc. This 
comes after passengers 
put into quarantine com- 
plained about the lack of 
cleanliness in quarantine 
centres in Delhi on 
Tuesday. 

A day after the health 
ministry issued guide- 
lines for private sector 
laboratories intending to 
initiate Covid-19 testing 
while appealing to them 
to do the tests free of cost, 
Swiss firm Roche Diagn- 
ostics India received a 
licence for conducting 
tests after approval from 
drug regulator DCGI. The 
Drug Controller-General 
of India is also assessing 
giving a license to anoth- 
er private diagnostic 
firm, bioMérieux, which 
has also sought approval 
to conduct tests. Officials 
said two Indian diagnos- 
tic companies — Trivit- 
ron Healthcare and 
Mylab Discovery Solu- 
tion — have also sought 
approval from DCGI for 
the coronavirus testing 
kits developed by them. 

The external affairs 
ministry, meawhile, told 
E Turn to Page 4 


COVID-19 Outbrea 


Worldwide 
Cases 

Confirmed | Deaths 

203,529 | 8,205 


Cases Cases 
Recovered Confirmed 
82,107 81,102 


Data as on 
March 18, 2020 
at 5:15 pm IST 


Mainland China 


Cases 
Deaths | Recovered 
3,241 | 69,755 


India | Cases Confirmed:151 | Deaths: 3 | Cases Recovered: 14 


12000 Tracking Corona 
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E Top officer helps ‘positive’ son flout norms 


Corona scare strikes heart 
of Bengal govt, Didi is livid 


RAJIB CHOWDHURI 
KOLKATA, MARCH 18 


The coronavirus scare 
has hit the heart of the 
Mamata Banerjee govern- 
ment — Nabanna, the 
state secretariat — as 
West Bengal home secre- 
tary Alapan Bandopad- 
hyay went under “home 
isolation” along with his 
wife Sonali Chakrabarti 
Bandopadhyay, who is 
also vice-chancellor of 
Calcutta University, from 
Wednesday within two 
days of his meeting with 
the bureaucrat mother of 
the state’s first Covid-19 
patient who had taken her 
son to the secretariat 


D The Oxford 
University student 
was found to be 
deliberately 
ignoring advisories 
to get quarantined 
at a hospital by 
using his mother’s 
influence 


instead of admitting him 
to a hospital. 

At least 10 more govern- 
ment employees, who 
were around them, are 
also in isolation at home. 
The development came a 
day after the Covid-19 
virus was confirmed in 
the teenaged boy after his 


return from the UK. He 
came into contact with 
three Covid-19 patients at 
a birthday party in 
London. In a startling rev- 
elation, the Oxford 
University student was 
found to be deliberately 
ignoring advisories to get 
quarantined at a hospital 
by using his mother’s 
influence. 

Furious over his and his 


mother’s callousness, 
chief minister Mamata 
Banerjee cautioned: 


“There is no space for the 
VIP or LIP. The rules to 
be followed in my home 
E Turn to Page 4 

E Didi slams bureaucrat 
for callousness: Page 5 


E Hearing in SC today E Diggy on dharna in Bengaluru 


16 MLAs to decide Nath’s fate 


RABINDRA NATH 
CHOUDHURY 
BHOPAL, MARCH 18 


The Supreme Court is set 
to decide the fate of 16 


rebel Congress MLAs of 


Madhya Pradesh, who 
hold the key to the sur- 
vival of the Kamal Nath 
government as the week- 
long political crisis in the 
state took an ugly turn on 
Wednesday, with 
Congress workers holding 
protests at several places 
in MP. 

The Supreme Court, 
which began hearing peti- 
tions on the ongoing polit- 
ical turmoil in the state 
filed by various parties 
and individuals, observed 
that as of now the consti- 
tutional court (the bench 
hearing the case) knew 
that 16 MLAs of MP, 


Biden wins 3 key primaries, has 


Miami, March 18: Joe 
Biden scored decisive vic- 
tories in all three major 
Democratic primaries 
Tuesday, earning him a 
nearly insurmountable 
lead over rival Bernie 
Sanders in their race for 
the party’s presidential 
nomination. 

As the US grappled with 
combating the spreading 
coronavirus pandemic, 
voters handed the former 
vice-president victory in 


on 


Congress leader Digvijay Singh sits on a dharna near 


y 


Ramada Hotel in Bengaluru on Wednesday after he 
was allegedly not allowed by the police to visit MP 


Congress MLAs lodged at the hotel. 


lodged in a resort in 
Bengaluru, tilted the bal- 
ance one way or the other. 

A division bench of 
Justices DEY: 


delegate-rich Florida, as 
well as Ilinois and 
Arizona. The command 
performance speaks to the 
eagerness of many Demo- 
crats to coalesce around a 
moderate flag bearer, to 
challenge Republican 
President Donald Trump, 
after several other candi- 
dates dropped out of the 
contest in recent weeks 
and endorsed Mr Biden. 
In Florida, the 77-year-old 
won 62 per cent to 23 per 


— PTI 


Chandrachud and 
Hemant Gupta also made 
a significant observation 
that the 16 MLAs may or 
may not take part in the 


cent against Mr Sanders, a 
78-year-old self-described 
“democratic socialist” sen- 
ator from Vermont. 

Mr Biden was ahead by 
23 percentage points in 
Illinois, with 89 per cent of 
precincts reporting. 

And in Arizona, where 
polls closed last, Mr Biden 
was coasting to a third 
definitive win — and his 
19th victory in the last 24 
contests. — AFP 

E More on Page 11 


business of the House, but 
they cannot be held cap- 
tive since they need to be 
ensured free exercise of 
their choice in this 
regard. The bench also 
declined an offer for the 
production of the MLAs in 
judges’ chambers and 
rejected a proposal to 
send its registrar-general 
to meet them. The court 
then adjourned the hear- 
ing in the matter till 
Thursday. 

In another development, 
the Karntaka high court 
on Wednesday dealt a 
E Turn to Page 4 
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D) Rebel MLAs can’t 
be kept in captivity, 
must take their own 
decision: Top court 


huge lead 


Sanders to ‘assess’ 
campaign after loss 


Washington: Democ- 
ratic presidential hope- 
ful Bernie Sanders 

was reassessing his 
campaign future on 
Wednesday after he lost 
the three latest presi- 
dential primaries to rival 
and former vice-presi- 
dent Joe Biden, his 
campaign said. — AFP 


—- 


14 new cases: India’s Covid-19 count 151 


Delhi airport in 
total chaos over 
Covid-19 testing 


Furore as passports taken away 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI, MARCH 18 


There was total chaos at 
Indira Gandhi 
International Airport 
here on Wednesday after 
passengers were not 
allowed to leave the air- 
port premises without 
getting tested for novel 
coronavirus (Covid-19). 

Passengers posted 
videos on the social media 
to show the chaos as they 
confronted security per- 
sonnel after their pass- 
ports were taken away 
after they had cleared 
immigration. People were 
seen arguing with the air- 
port police and some even 
shouting at them to “shoot 
us” as the police said they 
coundn’t be allowed to go 
without medical check- 
ups. 

Later, the government 
posted advisories and 
guidelines in the public 
domain for all passengers 
to understand why each 
and every one has to be 
tested on entering India. 
Taking to Twitter, the 
Delhi airport issued an 
advisory asking people 
travelling from China, 
Tran, South Korea, Italy, 
Spain, Germany, France, 
UAE, Qatar, Oman and 
Kuwait to undergo com- 
pulsory quarantine for a 
minimum of 14 days. 

Delhi airport also said 
after the medical check- 
up, all symptomatic 
passenegsr will be sent 
for isolation while the 
asymptomatic would be 


refereed to the state 
health team. Among 
asymptomatic passen- 


gers, those with high risk 
will be sent for 14-day 
quarantine while the rest 


Cong targets 
govt for bid 
to do ‘mass 
surveillance’ 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI, MARCH 18 


Terming reports of 
the “mass surveil- 
lance” on citizens as 
“extremely disturb- 
ing”, the Congress 
Party said on 
Wednesday that the 
“sinister plot” that 
has been put in place 
was a transgression of 
the Right to Privacy 
guaranteed by the 
Supreme Court. 

“The reports which 
have emerged in the 
public space are 
extremely disturbing 
because the govern- 
ment has decided it 
will carry out mass 
surveillance against 
the citizens of India,” 
Congress spokesman 
and Lok Sabha MP 
Manish Tewari told 
the media. 

A media report has 
said the government 
was seeking call data 
records (CDRs) of all 
mobile subscribers 
across several pock- 
ets of the country for 
specific days over the 
past few months. 

Mr Tewari said a 
sinister pre-meditat- 
ed, orchestrated plot 
was put in place to 
unleash a mass 
E Turn to Page 4 


Gurgaon shuts all 
malls, cinema 
halls till March 31 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI, MARCH 18 


Gearing up to fight 
Covid-19, the Gurgaon 
district administration 
has shut all shopping 
malls, cinema halls, 
gymnasiums, swimm- 
ing pools, spas and wee- 
kly bazars till March 81. 
But pharmacies and 
medical stores, grocery 
and supermarkets will 
remain open so that 
people can buy essen- 
tials. The administra- 
tion has also put 
restrictions on mass 
gatherings. 

E More on Page 13 


will be allowed to go 
home after counselling. 
Passengers may also be 
stamped — Home 
Quarantine — as being 
done in Maharashtra. 

The government also 
asked the civil aviation 
ministry to instruct the 
airport authorities to 
stagger the arrival of 
flights from Covid-19 
affected areas so the flow 
of passengers is main- 
tained for screening, and 
there is no crowding and 
delay in the medical 
screening. 

Under the guidelines, 
passengers will arrive 
escorted by airline staff 
to APHO Health Counters 
for Initial Thermal 
Screening, where symp- 
tomatic passengers 
E Turn to Page 4 


Former CJI 
Gogoi set 

to take oath 
in RS today 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI, MARCH 18 


Retired Chief 
Justice of 
India Ranjan 
Gogoi will 
take the oath 
as a nominat- . 
ed member of the Rajya 
Sabha on Thursday 
morning. Sources said 
that Justice Gogoi will 
take the oath in English 
at 11 am. Assam chief 
minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal and finance 
minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma will be present in 
the visitors’ gallery. The 
Prime Minister is also 
expected to be present in 
the Upper House for the 
occasion. 

Mr Gogoi, who retired 
as Chief Justice of India 
just four months back, 
on November 17, 2019, 
and had headed benches 
that pronounced several 
key rulings, including in 
the sensitive Ayodhya 
land dispute case, was 
nominated by the BJP- 
led NDA government to 
the Rajya Sabha on 
March 16. 

His nomination to the 
Upper House evoked a 
lot of criticism. Several 
retired judges, some his 
former colleagues, said 
it was a violation of the 
judiciary’s indepen- 
dence. 


Q] 


